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This bitesize guide is designed to help you research a person who died in the Second World War
while serving with Canadian forces, whether on land, at sea, or in the air. Firstly, you will need to
decide who you will research... this might be a relative, or you could choose a name from a local
war memorial, or you might select a name from a Commonwealth War Graves Commission
(CWGC) memorial or headstone, in a CWGC cemetery or maybe in a churchyard near you.

The first stage of your research starts with the Commonwealth War Graves Commission
Casualty Database. At CWGC, we keep a record of the place of burial or commemoration of all
the servicemen and women of the Britain and Commonwealth who died in the First and Second
World Wars.

Y03l Visit our website at www.cwgc.org
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VISIT OUR WHO WE NON- FOR -
us WORK ARE COMMEMORATION EVERMORE Login

Using the
dropdown

Watch the ‘How FIND RECORDS \
h'vi _
to search’ video menu, select , D ‘ “

EXPLORE THE RECORDS OF THE CWGC

Need help..?

tutorials 'Find War Dead’
I n a r e a — Commemorations Find War Dead Discover world war CWGC Archive
Use our search tools to casualties who lived in Explore the CWGC Archive
How to Find War Records explore our records and your area through our online portal.
T owwz find out about those we Use our postcode search
commemorate. tool to discover more
— Frequently Asked Questions about the war dead from

your local area.

FIND WAR DEAD WITH OUR WAR GRAVES SEARCH TOOL

Find war dead records of the 1.7 million Commonwealth men and women that we commemorate
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— Fill in the name of
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Match this search term exactly Match this search term exact

Service Number #p@  Regiment Help @
Service numbers can contain numbers, letter: Find records that relat

Select initials only - you may have
Served with (country) Help @ Served in (army etc.) Help @ to try SeVeraI Of these tO
Served it Served n o Second World War find the person you are
War box looking for

Select War
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If you have some more details ADDITIONAL FIELDS
about the person, such as their ;
date of death, service number,
or any medals they received, you
can search using these in the
ADDITIONAL FIELDS section

orMemorial @ Unit €@ Rank @ Secondary Regiment €@ Ageatdeath € Dateof Death

A ship name, squadron number or battalion number can be put into the ‘unit’ field

You will then get a list of the results...
Be aware, ®
CWGC records don't always

SHOW 10 OF 45389 WAR DEAD @ Download all results  Sortby = Relevance 1 Refine Results I nC|Ude deta I |S a bOUt Where a n

individual was from, or exactly
where they died. Our records are

Results per page 10 @
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Canadian oy save to My list
Decamber 13| 5o e T If you have not found who you are
JOHN LEWIS GIBSON 146 (RAF.) Sqdn Died 27 October  MAYNAMATI WAR CEMETERY | 00 kl ng fo r yo u can reﬂ ne th eresu |tS
Flying Officer Royal Canadian Air Force 1943 1.E2
Service Number: /20381 Canadian 22 years old Bangladesh & Save to My list
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2 1d Coll. grave 13. | lM d i | /

PAGHORC, ey || i EREG o b Sove to ylist person, sele ct ore detalls' to see
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DUPHETTE Ryl Carpb A TS | s More details
- Service Corps e
Service Number: A/4482 Canadian ity ) save to Mylist

PRIVATE

BENJAMIN SMELTZER

Service Number: B/133366
I

. Additional Info can sometimes . ..ocmome
Did you know...? provide next of kin names and WAR GRAVES

8 Date of Death

Wherever possible
~ ' ost-war address mm
relatives of the dead were P e Il
© Buried or commemoral ted at We are in the process of adding an image

offered the opportunity e of this casusly point o commemoration

to have a Shortﬁersona' If the person has a CWGC i
inscription on the CWGC T
marker headsthne, you W|II| fi nddahny PRSI
pe rSO na | nSCrl ptl O n |Ste e re \\Additiunal Info Son of Noble Harrison Smeltzer and Helen Austin Galbraith Smeltzer, of Toronto, Ontario.

Personal Inscription MAY KIND HANDS TEND YOUR GRAVE, DEAR BEN UNTIL GOD WILLS WE MEET AGAIN

FROM THE CWGC ARCHIVES .
Scroll down the page to a link to our

GRAVE REGISTRATION (2) CONCENTRATION (1) HEADSTONE (1) CWGC Archives and any additional

information which is held about this

e e PEFSAR. VU Can Jndl SRverel eifEremt
GRA R GRAM R GRAN

BT i AT T types of official documentation here.
Find out more about these on page 3.
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Land belongs to
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o e MR T S B What are Concentration Reports?

F i These record details of individuals who were

: ‘ i ii originally buried in smaller or isolated cemeteries,
o : ‘ BT but who, at a later date, were exhumed and

T S RN S AR S O 8 N B oL reburied in ‘concentrated’ war cemeteries. This

e ¢ Dok (signed) pte for 2
| P s O b enabled CWGC to fully commemorate and look
N, S %

| RS \ | e after otherwise unmaintainable graves.

Further down the person’s commemoration page, you can find more details about the
cemetery where the person you are looking for is buried, or the memorial upon which
they are commemorated.

BURIED OR COMMEMORATED AT

Did you know...?
The CWGC maintains more
than 200 memorials across

the globe. These record nearly

BAYEUX WAR CEMETERY

Calvados
France

Number of casualties: 4654

View cemetery details

700,000 names of those who
have no known grave, were
buried at sea or cremated
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Searching for additional information online

The Library and ArChiVES Canada WebSite Service Files of the Second World War - War Dead, 1939-1947
holds copies of the Personal Records the

soldiers, nurses and chaplains of the Canadian :
Expeditionary Force (CEF) who served in the
Second World War.

« How to obtain co
« Other resources

https://www.bac-lac.gc.ca/eng/discover/military-heritage/second-world-war/second- Introduction
WO ’r‘ d,Wa r,d ead," 939," 947/Pages/ﬂ ‘ es-secon d -wa ’r,d ea d asop During the Second World War, approximately 1,159,000 Canadians and Newfoundlanders served.

The number of deaths totalled 44,090.
« 24,525 of the 709,000 who served in the Canadian Army
« 17,397 of the 250,000 who served in the Royal Canadian Air Force
« 2,168 of the 200,000 who served in the Royal Canadian Navy

Pl Gowemment  Gouvernement
ofCanada  du Canada Search the website “

MENU v

Canadaca = Library and Archives Canada = Collections access and research help = Research guides and tools > Miltary histor

The Library and Archives Canada website holds

S SR e copies of the War Diaries of all army, navy and air
bl mm—— forces units which formed part of the Canadian
e ] Forces in the Second World War. These files record
& Kot the day to day activities of a unit and sometimes
T include the names of individual soldiers.
:::;ti:adianAirrme(RcAr)operaﬁonsremmbooks https:/library-archives.canada.ca/eng/collection/research-help/military-heritage/second-world-war/

» Personal papers, diaries and correspondence

» Photographs and maps

Share their story on For Evermore

For Evermore: Stories of the Fallen is our new online resource

to collect and share the stories of the men and women CWGC SECOND
commemorates. If your research reveals more about the person WORLD WAR
than CWGC already knows, please add your person’s story to our

growing digital stories archive where it will live for evermore.

2199 STORIES

Has someone already shared something about the person
you're researching?

Maybe another person from their battalion, ship, squadron,
cemetery or memorial has a story?

Need inspiration before writing up your own story to share?

Visit https://www.cwgc.org/stories/

EVERY STORY FOR EVERMORE e



https://www.bac-lac.gc.ca/eng/discover/military-heritage/second-world-war/second-world-war-dead-1939
https://www.bac-lac.gc.ca/eng/discover/military-heritage/second-world-war/second-world-war-dead-1939

