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1. Why are there war graves and memorials in Ypres (leper)?

From October 1914 to the autumn of 1918, Ypres (now leper) was at the centre of a salient held by
Commonwealth (and for some months by French) forces. During the war, there were five major battles fought
to the north, east and south of the city, but Ypres never fell to the Germans.

The city was bombarded and destroyed more completely than any other town of its size on the Western Front,
but even so certain buildings remained distinguishable. The ruins of the cathedral and the cloth hall stood
together in the middle of the city.

2. Where are the war graves and memorials in Ypres?

There are CWGC war graves and memorials at six locations close to the centre of Ypres. There are many more
cemeteries and memorials in the surrounding area. Study the map below to see where they are.

3. Discover where these people came from

Use the flags to discover
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4. Discover more about the service of those buried at Ramparts Cemetery

4.1 Each headstone in the cemetery tells a different

4.2 There s just one
story.

headstone which has the
badge of the Life Guards
- an elite cavalry
regiment. Who was the
soldier?

As you explore the cemetery see what you can
learn from the headstones. See if you can find the
following;

1. Who is the youngest soldier you can find?

2. Who is the oldest soldier you can find?

3. How many different countries did they come
from, based on the information you can
discover on the headstones?

4.3 As you explore the cemetery, look at the different badges on the headstones. These will give you a clue
as to the role the soldier had in the army and maybe where they came from. As you find each badge, write
down the name of the soldier who served with that unit in the box next to the badge.

More than 100,000
troops, including native
Maori's left New Zealand
for service overseas in
Samoa, Gallipoli, the
Middle East, Belgium
and France.

The Royal Engineers
were responsible for
specialist building,
engineering and
maintenance tasks.
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The Royal Artillery fired
the large guns which
bombarded the enemy
positions. Artillery was
the biggest killer in the
First World War.

More than 320,000
Australian troops fought
in Egypt, Gallipoli, in the
Middle East and on the
Western Front.

Many infantry
regiments in the British
Army were named
after the areas from
which many men came
from.

The Royal Army
Medical Corps
provided medical
support to the troops
fighting around Ypres

Discover more at cwgc.org/stories
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