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i One of the rare records digitised in Nairobi, photo by
1 Jackson Mwangi.

Welcome to the fifth Annual Review of
our Non-Commemorations Programme.
In these pages we summarise the work
we've carried out from April 2025 until the
end of March 2026 and share some of the
progress we've made.

As a global team we are delighted by all
the generous support and encouragement
we continue to receive - particularly from
the descendants of those not properly
commemorated, as well as from educators
and learners, members of the media and
our own global advisory panel, who help us
bring these previously forgotten stories to
attention.

This year our historians can now confirm
they have completed extensive research
in archives across Africa, South Asia and
the UK, identifying over 20,640 new names
for commemoration, amongst which are
9,909 new names extracted from the
Punjab Registers community engagement
project. These rare records combined
with Kenyan military files, previously
thought not to exist have greatly deepened
global understanding of this period and,
crucially for us, filled major gaps in our
commemorations.

Despite the successes we have had
in these archives, we recognise that, as
our initial programme concludes, nearly
100,000 British Empire service personnel
will remain unaccounted for by name. The
search for those names will continue as
part of the organisation’s normal activities.

In the next twelve months we will be
developing a scalable commemorative
marker for sites where we know burials
exist but are unable to identify them. This
will be a complex and ambitious project
given the way landscapes have changed
since the world wars, but accounting for
the dead and clearly marking the forgotten
spaces they occupy is very important.

During this period, our programme
of marking graves is underway - our
area works programme includes several
headstone installations at eight sites across
Kenya, Namibia, Nigeria, Sierra Leone and
South Africa.

Construction has begun in Freetown,
Sierra Leone on a new addition to the
existing memorial honouring the fallen
from the Sierra Leone Carrier Corps, who
were not commemorated properly. This will
be the first of our memorials to feature a
light beacon visible from all corners of the
city.



We care for war graves at 23,000
locations in over 150 countries and
territories and sadly, some of these places
are in areas affected by conflict, past and
present. Until we can work safely and carry
out sustained work on the ground, we
must seek more agile responses to address
historical inequalities in commemoration.

For the Basra Memorial in Irag - the
final outstanding memorial on which Indian
casualties are recorded numerically - we
have created an interim digital solution
to carry the names of the dead until the
challenges in the region allow us to work
physically there again.

We will shortly be providing new
site interpretation at the three Askari
memorials in Kenya and Tanzania, as well
as at the Mbala (Abercorn) memorial in
Zambia, recognising the complexity of this
history and providing a meaningful and
clear explanation of the commemorative
issues they present.

We fulfilled our commitment to research
historical inequalities in how Second
World War casualties from the former
British Empire were commemorated, and
published a landmark report, Remembering
the dead of the British Empire. To write this
report we sought critical feedback from

experts. We have responded to these
findings with the promise that this redress
work will continue as part of our daily
activities.

In 2026 and 2027 ambitious First World
War memorial projects in Sierra Leone
and Kenya will continue to move forward
into their final stages of construction and
inauguration. We will share the stories of
those this new generation of Memorials
to the Missing honour. New research and
history-sharing initiatives in Egypt, India,
Sudan and Tanzania will help bring long-
overlooked global stories to the fore,
ensuring all those who lost their lives in the
World Wars are remembered with dignity
and humanity.

I'd like to extend my heartfelt thanks to
the patrons, governments, commissioners,
advisors, teams and partners whose
expertise and support make this most
important work both possible, and an
honour to deliver.

Claire Horton CBE, Director General

Visualisation of the new Sierra Leone
Carrier Corps memorial designed by
Oshinowo Studio, image Hayes Davidson.




GLOBAL
ADVISORY PANEL

Heritage manager, Patrick Abungu at the Arab Rifles Memorial, Mkongani. It marks the spot where 14 men of the
regiment were killed in an ambush. This site is part of our operations work.

Our Global Advisory Panel, now in its fifth year, brings together
specialists from public engagement, digital heritage, culture,
academia, policy and public life. Their insights and perspectives
help us challenge our thinking, strengthen our connections and
support the wider progress of our work.

During this reporting period, panel member Professor
Michele Barrett - the academic who originally identified
inequalities in the Commission's commemorations - joined a
planned visit to Kenya with our operations and communications
leads. She visited all our key projects, met our teams and saw
firsthand how our plans to honour those whose names may
never be recovered are being realised, and understood, in the
context of Kenya today.

Squadron Leader (retired) Rana Chhina MBE and Maj-Gen
(retired) Ali Hamid continued to play a significant role this
year, offering vital insights on Indian and Pakistani interaction
with commemoration and the place of historical, non-CWGC
memorials across the Punjab. Both being authorities on the
Indian Army in the world wars, they played an important role on
the adjudication panel that allowed the Punjab Registers names
to be accepted into the casualty database.

Panel members Dr Nick Westcott CMG and Professor
Michele Barrett acted as expert readers ahead of the
publication of our Second World War research report, providing
essential critical feedback and suggestions across drafts.

Our conversations have continued beyond the panel’'s formal
meetings, and we are very grateful for the time and expertise
members have shared. More widely, we will continue to draw on
external advice through our many longstanding partners, across
all our related projects.



Top left: Heritage Supervisor Merci Gakii with Professor Michéle Barrett in Nairobi, photo by
Jackson Mwangi.

Left: Research scientist and good friend of the programme, Dr Emmanuel Ndiema from the
National Museums of Kenya pictured after completing field work, photo by George Hay.

Top right: Dr Gavin Rand, University of Greenwich scans an image of a village memorial in

Lahore museum as part of the project to investigate the role of Punjabis in the First World
War, photo by George Hay.




RESEARCH
UPDATE

Dr George Hay,
Official Historian,
cwacC

THE COMMISSION HAS
ALREADY RESPONDED
TO THESE FINDINGS
WITH A COMMITMENT
TO CONTINUING

THIS REDRESS WORK,
NOW AS PART OF ITS
EVERYDAY ACTIVITIES.

Archival papers at the Punjab

State Archives, Lahore,
photo George Hay

The research team has, with a few exceptions,
now completed its original programme of work to
explore the collections of central and significant
archives in East and West Africa and India and
Pakistan. To that major undertaking we have
added a nearly equal number of other repositories,
reacting to our findings and new leads. While none
of these collections has provided a single solution
to the commemorative issues known to exist, they
have contributed new names for commemoration
and broadened our understanding of these events.
One of the programme’s key objectives from
the outset has been to provide a full and accurate
estimate of the number of casualties sustained
by East Africans in British service during the First
World War. This was in reluctant acceptance of the
fact that recovering all their names would likely
prove impossible. This goal was achieved in August
2025 with the publication of a peer-reviewed
journal article, that brought together five years of
archival research and won the Sir Michael Howard
Prize - an annual award recognising the best article
published in the British Journal for Military History.
The new figure this article provides (more
than 88,200 carriers and soldiers) and the way it
territorialises casualties, along with the detailed
findings that support these conclusions, have

already changed the way we talk about the war
in East Africa. Though a number can never be as
meaningful as naming the dead individually, it is
hoped that properly quantifying and mapping
the losses across the region will help to raise
awareness of this history and restore some
recognition to all those who lost their lives.
Beyond this, perhaps the most significant output
of the research team in 2025 was the publication
in September of a major report assessing
commemorative efforts during and after the
Second World War. While this work demonstrated
there had been no systematic exclusion from
commemoration, it did, nonetheless, find five
areas in which it had been inequitable, particularly
for some casualties from African and Indian
communities. The Commission has already
responded to these findings with a commitment
to continuing this redress work, now as part of its
everyday activities.

Research supervisor, Josephat Sande,
has led our efforts in digitising records
in Nairobi, photo by Jackson Mwangi.






Research Archive Research Research
Area Completed Outstanding
Cyprus +  Cyprus State Archives
Egypt Egyptian National Library and Archives
Gambia * National Archives of Gambia
Ghana + National Records Centre
+ Cape Coast, Sekondi, Tamale & Kumasi Regional Archives
India * National Archives
* Regimental centre archives
* Punjab State Archives, Chandigarh
* Punjab State Archives, Patiala
+ Delhi State Archives
Kenya * National Archives
+  KDF Archives
« University of Nairobi Library
* Anglican Church of Kenya archives
*  Presbyterian Church of East Africa archives
+ Kenya Railways Archives
+  Kikuyu, Enugu, Nyeri, Mombasa, Kisumu Regional Archives
Malawi * National Archives of Malawi
Nigeria * National Archives of Nigeria
+ Kaduna, Ibadan and Enugu Branch Archives
Pakistan * Lahore Museum Library

* Punjab State Archives, Lahore

Sierra Leone

+ National Archives & Regional Archives

Tanzania * National Archives Provincial/district archives and JWTZ military archives
+ National Museum and House of Culture
Uganda + Uganda National Records Centre and Archives

+ Makerere University Archives




Research
Area

Archive Research
Completed

UK

Birmingham University Archive
Bodleian Library, Oxford
Bristol Archive

British Library

Derbyshire Record Office
Durham University Archive
Edinburgh University Archive
Imperial War Museum

Leeds University Archive

Mill Hill Missionaries archives, Liverpool
National Archives, UK

National Library of Scotland

National Records of Scotland

us

Syracuse University Archive

Zambia

National Archives of Zambia
Livingstone Museum

Moto Moto Museum

Zimbabwe

National Archives of Zimbabwe

ISSUES OF
NON-COMMEMORATION

IN INDIA

Sampling work completed by the UK Punjab Heritage Association
(UKPHA) and the University of Greenwich revealed early in the
programme that some Indian Army casualties of the First World
War might also be missing from CWGC commemorations. This
understanding was drawn from a collection of documents held
in the Lahore Museum, known as the Punjab Registers, which
recorded the deaths of personnel who appeared to be absent
from the CWGC's casualty database.

Subsequent research has revealed that this issue likely relates
to a contemporary ruling made by the British Indian government
stipulating that Indian casualties in non-operational zones
within India would not be afforded war grave status. Naturally,
these documents have since become an important part of the
programme’s efforts to restore commemorations.

Working with UKPHA, the University of Greenwich and over
30 volunteers, we have compared the data of nearly 16,000
individuals listed as dead in the Punjab Registers with the 74,000
Indian names in the CWGC casualty database for the First World
War, the results underwent further quality assurance using two
computer-led comparisons and were verified by an external
panel of experts.

In support of this work, we travelled to Lahore, Pakistan in
November 2025 to visit these records in situ and to search for
supporting material held by the Punjab State Archives. This
work not only sheds light on the creation of the Registers but
also provided extensive insights into the local administration of
the Indian Army and the role it played in the creation of village
memorials that still remain across the Punjab today.



THE SEARCH FOR NAMES -
THE CASE OF THE KING'S

AFRICAN RIFLES

The search for the names of those
who served and died, but were never
formally commemorated, has always
had the highest priority within the Non-
Commemoration Programme. While it has
largely been accepted that we will likely
never recover all of those missing from our
records, the same is not true for discrete
groups. One such group is the King's
African Rifles (KAR).

With origins in the late nineteenth
century, the KAR went on to be the
largest locally raised fighting force in

East Africa during the First World War,
expanding from 2,319 menin 1914
to over 30,000 in 1918. Of these, the
regiment recorded 4,237 African dead
up to 14 February 1919. However, prior
to the commencement of the Non-
Commemoration Programme, the CWGC
commemorated only 198 KAR by name,
with 46 of these being British officers
Through the work of the Research
team in archives in the UK and across
East Africa, the total now commemorated
by name exceeds 4,500. The largest
collection of names was drawn from
a groundbreaking partnership with
the Kenya Defence Forces, drawing on
an archive of attestation papers and
casualty cards long thought to have
been destroyed. These collections alone
provided over 2,500 names and are
allowing us to tell the story of those who
served in more detail than has ever been
possible before.
The stories and experiences recovered
include individuals such as Regimental
Serjeant Major George Williams DCM and

Regimental Serjeant George Williams DCM,
photo credit National Army Museum.

Bar, who enlisted in 1898 and served
continuously until he was killed in action
on 22 July 1918 at the Battle of Namirrue
in Mozambique. A respected and
experienced soldier, he was commended
for his leadership and repeatedly
recognised for acts of gallantry. In another
example, Private Abdulla Fadlmulla
enlisted in 1913, aged only 16, and went
on to be killed in action on 17 January
1915 at Shirari Hill. Given the age recorded
on his enlistment, he was no more than 18
years old when he died.

These records, and the details they
provide, have allowed us to put names to
men who fought and died in the battles
of the East Africa Campaign, but who had
only ever been referred to as casualty
figures. Just as importantly, we can now
connect those men to battlefields and
their possible burial sites.

A colour matching technique used to preserve the clarity of the
rare records digitised in Nairobi, photo by jackson Mwangi.




IDENTIFYING ABANDONED
EAST AFRICAN GRAVES AND

UNMARKED BURIAL LOCATIONS

Continued progress was achieved this
year in locating, verifying and protecting
forgotten wartime burial sites across
Kenya. With stronger partnerships, an
expanded community engagement
network and structured outreach, the
project is laying important groundwork for
the long-term site protection and, where
possible, commemoration at individual
locations.

A major enabler of this work has been
the ongoing digitisation of the Kenya
Defence Force (KDF) archive records,
which continues to reveal new leads and
previously unknown possibilities.

Key achievements include the
identification or confirmation of
abandoned graves at Kisii, Kerugoya
Hosptial Cemetery, the Eseki/Seki River
area, Ruiry, Isiolo, Marsabit, Mkongani, and
Kajiado.

A gazettement processes began for the
Manyimbo Cemetery site, historically used
as a carrier burial site in Mombasa.

Records also show that First World War
burials took place at Inkiito (Ingito) Hill.
Alongside the National Museums of Kenya,
the project plans to collect comprehensive
geospatial data to integrate any findings
into heritage protection plans. Future
work will involve community engagement
to determine appropriate forms of
commemoration.

This project has further strengthened
relationships with local authorities, cultural
institutions and community elders, whose
knowledge - and oral histories - have
been vital in locating long-lost sites. Most

Our field teams in action in Kenya,

photo by Gioia Shah.

Heritage Manager, Patrick Abungu meeting Stefano Kivindu,
Assistant Chief Mkongani Location.

recently, engagement with the Kenya
Police Service in Nairobi also revealed a
forgotten plague which commemorates
policemen who served in both world wars.
By integrating these sites and findings into
national commemorative frameworks we
are ensuring that African wartime histories
are preserved and honoured for future
generations.



OPERATIONS

UPDATE

Work has begun in Sierra Leone to
renovate and create a new commemorative
addition to Freetown Memorial. The
updated memorial will now honour by
name the fallen of the Sierra Leone Carrier
Corps, this will include the CWGC's first
laser light feature, projecting a beam of
light into the sky on key commemorative
dates. This year we have also agreed a
design for the Arab Rifles burial ground in
Mkongani, Kenya.

o Through extensive archival and fieldwork
______ gzg’f;%%‘?’;jﬁager investigations, we are beginning to achieve
1 e/ success in locating the final resting place of
""" ' service personnel whose graves were not
formally marked after the First World War.

This aspect of the programme’s

operational work is amongst the most
complex challenges we face, as the number
of potential burial sites is significant
whilst the surviving evidence is highly
fragmentary. We have planned a phased
approach and this year we have made
important progress in marking cases in
cemeteries where evidence of a burial site
and the names of the dead had become
known through research and the work of
our field teams.

A newly marked grave site in Kenya for the first named case this programme
became aware of - also observed to be a symbolic tribute to the many African
solders whose names were never recorded, and may never be found, photo CWGC.

We have now installed new headstones
and memorials markers for sixty-six
casualties in Kenya, Namibia, Sierra Leone,
and South Africa. Further projects will
commemorate 14 Nigerian casualties at
Douala Cemetery in Cameroon and 24
Egyptian casualties at Haifa War Cemetery
in Israel.

The team is also collaborating with local
partners to protect and commemorate
what are known to be First World War
Carrier burial sites - such as Manyimbo
Cemetery in Mombasa and Kikuyu Mission
in Nairobi. By securing these sites and
marking their significance, we help ensure
these previously unrecorded histories are
permanently recognised. To do this we
are developing consistent continent-wide
method typology to permanently mark
these sites, and ensure their history is
globally recognised.

FOR OUR FIRST PHASE WE'VE
PRIORITISED SITES WHERE
WE HAVE EVIDENCE OF
BURIALS AND THE NAMES
OF THE DEAD ARE KNOWN.



Private ALLIE MONGHERI * Private ALI BANGURA * Corporal ALIMANI * Private ASUMANI * Corporal BAI
KANGHO * Private BAKKEMA * Private BINTI SORIE * Private BOMA * Private BOREE * Sergeant BUBA
SILLA * Private BUNDU * Private JAMES CAMPBELL * Drummer CLABIE * Private DANEMA * Private
FANGO SIAMA * Private FOBIE * Private FODI TURAY * Private HAMILTON, GEORGE * Private PATRICK
JIBAO * Private KABBA SEISEl * Private KALFALLA * Private KAMANDA * Private SHECKA * Private
SHEKKA SAIMA * Private SOWE MENDI * Private TEMBE * Private ULRICK WILLIE * Private FODI KAMARA
* Labourer YUSSUF AHMED * Soldier RIAD MOHAMMED AHMED * Labourer MAHMOUD RAMADAN *
Labourer MOHAMMED ZEHHAR * Labourer SULEIMAN GOWAA * Labourer ABDUL MOHDI ABDALLAH
* Labourer RIZK KODR * Labourer SHIBLY SHIBLY MOHAMMED * Labourer IBRAHIM MOHAMMED *
Labourer TBR ABBASA * Labourer NASAR MANAUR ABDALLA * Labourer SEMMAIN KHALIFA * Labourer
MAHMOD DISOKIALY * Labourer ABOUL MONSIF KHALIL * Labourer HUSSEIN AHMED * Labourer ADIB
ALY AHMED * Labourer RISK KHADAR HASSAN * Labourer ABDEL MOBDI ABDEL * Labourer SEYED
MOHAMMED EL JAMEL * Labourer ALY AHMED EL DERAMALLY * Labourer MAHMOUD AHMED ABBAS *
Labourer BAYOME AHMED HELOWAM * Labourer NAFAR KARA GIRGIS * Labourer MOHAMMED YUSSEF
AHMED * Corporal FARA] MBARAK * Corporal MOHAMED JABIR HASSAN * Corporal ALI MOHAMED *
PRIVATE AHMED MBARAK * Private MUHSIN AHMED * Private AWATH ALI * Private ABED BIN OMAR *
Private MOHAMED BIN SALIM * Private NASIR AHMED * Private ABED BIN SALEH * Private MOHAMED
HASSEN * Private SALIM SWELIM * Private SALIM BIN SAID * Private ZAID YAIT * Private MOMA MEZO
* Corporal ADEYEMO * Private ADEDE]I ILLA * M.G.C. HASAN * Lance Corporal JAMES BAKARE * Private
ALIEU BIDA * Private OSHO AYEDI * Lance Corporal DOWDU BORNU * Private DANOLA ISSELE * Private
GARUBA KUARCH * Private IYERI ANGWA * Private DAWUDU MATIKALLI * Private KRIBI YAUNDE *
Private ABENDAMA YAUNDE * Labourer SIMON MAHABELA * Labourer FRED JULIUS * Labourer PETROS
MATLANGE * Labourer JAFTALOUW * Labourer WILLIAM MATZIZ1* Labourer CORNELIUSIRISH* Labourer
FISH MALABELETSHE * Labourer DAVID MOLALE * Private PETER JACOBS TAYLOR * Labourer BEN NENI
* Labourer CHARLES SAMUELS * Labourer FRANZ KUMALO * Labourer HENDRIK MADOOR * Labourer
JOHN HENRY * Labourer JACOB KYDIE * Labourer NATHANIEL LADIGA * Trooper JACOBUS CHRISTIAN *
Driver WILLIAM HERBERT CRQOSS * Driver JULY NZEMANKULU * Driver MARTINES SCHEEPERS * Driver
UMFANA ZENZELE * Constable ALEC ZONDANI * Mulazim Awal (Lieutenant) BAZRUTA EFFENDI MURSAL



NEW MEMORIALS AND
COMMEMORATIONS

Today, the vital role played between 1914 and 23 November 1918 - when news of the Armistice finally reached East Africa - by the pan-African
labour force of carriers and military labourers recruited by the British Empire, is widely acknowledged as integral to the campaigns fought across

the continent. It is now well understood that the contributions of these individuals were not properly recognised.

Where we have been able to name the dead individually, we are creating memorial responses that will retrospectively honour them. Through our
research, these names will be incorporated into a new generation of Memorials to the Missing, ensuring that service personnel whose lives were
lost are finally acknowledged.

TIMELINE OF PROGRESS ON OUR KEY MEMORIAL SITES

September

2025

October
2025

November
2025

December
2025

April May - June July - August
2025 2025 2025
+  Footfall Public +  Structural testing

assessment survey
completed for the
Cape Town Labour
Corps memorial,
providing the final
input for handover
of the memorial

to ongoing
operations

announcement of
Oshinowo Studio's
design for the
Freetown memorial
generated positive
international media
interest

Additional donor
funding secured
for the memorial's
signature lighting
feature

completed

on the core
structure of the
existing Freetown
memorial

Tender issued

to prospective
manufacturers

for the Freetown
Memorial sculpture

O

Condition survey
of the Nairobi
Cenotaph
completed by
Urko Sanchez
Architects. After
it has been
restored with
local partners,
this site will
form partof a
First World War
heritage trail

O

Studio Mehta
completed the
Concept Design
for safeguarding
the Arab Rifles
burial ground in

Mkongani, Kenya.

Stakeholder
liaison continues

O

Formal start of
construction in
Freetown.
Pre-construction
services
agreement
confirmed

for the glazed
component

O_

Stonemasons in
Freetown began
restoration of
existing bronze
panels and
commenced
planned preparation
of stonework

A programme of
work will continue in
April and May 2026



—0

January
2026

February
2026

Left: Architect for the Mkongani
memorial Amar Mehta pictured in
Nairobi, photo Jackson Mwangi.

Right: Technical manager for our work

department, Peter Dickerson, preparing
the Freetown memorial as construction
begins, photo Lansana Mansaray.

March : - 7f:t" Sehicaii 1
2026 ' .

Tenders completed
for the manufactured
components of the
Freetown memorial
A closed architectural
design competition
launched for Nairobi
based firms to create
a new First World War
memorial at Kariokor
Cemetery, for up

to 4,000 Kenyan
casualties

O

Appointment of Nairobi
based architectural
practice for Kariokor
Cemetery

O

Construction of the glazed
and engraved memorial
sculpture for Freetown
begins

Design for Mkongani, Kenya
finalised and tendered
Method in development
to mark previously
unrecognised sites where
Carrier burials exist across
Africa




THE SIERRA LEONE
CARRIER CORPS

MEMORIAL

SIERRA LEONE
CARRIER CORPS
W.A.EE

"A” COMPANY

HEADMAN
BRIMAH KLULU « MUSA
KPENGBE-JEH BENGERJI

CARRIER
ABDULAI BUE = ABU = AHNADU
AMURA KONYA = ANSUMANNA 1275
ANSUMANNA, 1307 . BARRIE
BASSY + BLACKIE Il = BOCKARY 1253
BOCKARY 1603  +  BOCKARY GINA
BOCK ARY | BOCKARY MARGAY
BOIMA 1297+ BOIMA 2128« BOKA
BORBOR + BRAIMER Il + BUNDU 1408
BUNDL 1599 + BUNDU 2058 - BUNDU 2112
BUNDU GUELA - DOINGE - FABOWER MENDI
FLEE -+ FODAY - FORBEE - GAGHA
GAMI BUNDOMA » GAVON « GEGBA, + GEGBA, 11
GENGAY = GENGIMER  +  JAMES 1490
JAMES 1527 « JAMES 1570 « JESU WELLI = JINA
JOE MENDIE » JOHN BULL » JOHNNY = JOSIAH
JUSU = KALIWA + KAMANDA = KAMANDA 11
KAMANDA NEDINGLA + KERBIE = KISSU BESSIE
KORGAY « LAHAL + LAMIN « LAVARIE + LEBBIE 11
LEHEFFA + MAMU + MANNA + MENDINGLA
MOMO SALIFU « MORIGURA + MORIOVA, + MORLAI
MORMOR HARDING + MORMOR | + MORSERAY 1419
MORSERAY 1544 « MORSERAY 1596 « MORSERAY 2099
MOTUA « MUNDA 1398« MUNDA 1431 < MUSA, IV - SALL
SAM - SAMI - SANDI 1509 - SANDH 2090+ SANDI VALUM
SANGAWURL - SANGO - SCOFFA + SEKKI - SHEAFFU SERI

SIERRA LEONE
CARRIER CORPS
W.AEE

“C” COMPANY

CARRIER
HALBUKIE « HINDANVA, - HINDCLO
HINDURD  + HINGA  +  JAFFA
JAMMIE + JANYAHUN - JINA
JOE 876+ JOE 1048 - JOE 1752
JOE 1745+ JOE 1009 - JUMBAY
KABA + KAFOE - KAKBINDI
KALFALLA « KANDENAH - KARFOE
KARKUND = KOME!  KONDOR = LAHAI
LISSA = LUSENA = MANCA = MANODU
MENDINGA « MOGLEE = MOMO = MORIVO
MORIWO  « MOROIHA -+ PERICOHUN
ROTA + SAKA -+ SAMBA -+ SAVANAH
SECHENDIE + SEMBO + SOUT + SOWAH
TABOOTE + TANDA YAMBA + TAYBAMA
TEGIE = TOMMY « WANDAGOI + YAMYOO

"D” COMPANY
HEADMAN
BOKAKI BA - SERI MADU

CARRIER
ABU BOKARI* ALIMAMI LOSANT « ALPHA KAWMA
AMARA + BAI - BAI HARRI - BAKOO - BASSIE
BELOKABBA « BENGOMA, « BLACKIE - BOA « BOCKARIE
BOCKARY KAMARA « DOWDA - DREE « FACKI - FODAY
FODAY TURAY +« FORI - JAMES - KABBA KOLLI
KABEI « KAMAYUMBO « KAMBI - KARIMOO « KEBBE
LAMINA 2639 «  LAMINA 2765 « LAMINA 2797

THE DESIGN THAT IS CURRENTLY BEING REALISED IS CREATED WITH A
SET OF NINE-METRE-TALL GLASS PANELS AND EACH SCREEN WILL BE
ETCHED WITH THE NAMES OF THE FALLEN WHOSE IDENTITIES WERE
UNCOVERED THROUGH THIS PROGRAMME.

“C” COMPANY

CARRIER
HALBUKIE « HINDAVA « HINDOLO
HINDURD = HINGA +  JAFFA
JAMMIE = JANYAHUN - JINA
JOE 870« JOE 048 - JOE 1752
IOE 1743+ JOE 1069 = JUMBAY
KABA « KAFOE -« KAKBINDI
KALFALLA - KANDENAH « KARFOE
KARKUNDI » KOMBI - KONDOR = LAHAI
LISSA « LUSENA « MANGA + MANODU
MENDINGA + MOGLEE + MOMO » MORIVO
MORIWO  + MORDIHA  + PERIGOHUN
ROTA + SAKA + SAMBA + SAVANAH
SECHENDIE « SEMBO -« SOUT « SOWAH
TABOOTE « TANDA YAMBA « TAYBAMA
TECIE » TOMMY « WANDAGOI « YAMYOO

“D” COMPANY

HEADMAN
BOKAKI BA = SERI MADU

CARRIER
ABU BOKARI - ALIMAMI LOSANT » ALFHA KAWMA
AMARA + BAL + BAI HARRI + BAKOOD + BASSIE
BELOKABBA « BENGOMA « BLACKIE « BOA « BOCKARIE
BOCKARY KAMARA « DOWDA « DREE « FACKI « FODAY
FODAY TURAY « FORI - JAMES - KABBA KOLLI
KABB + KAMAYUMBO « KAMBI « KARIMOO - KEBBE
LAMINA 2039  +  LAMINA 2705 -+ LAMINA 2797
LAMINA 2850« LAMINA SERE » MAILKEN « MOMO KONTE
MOMO SESI « MORLAL + MORLAI KANNU + MORMODU
MORMOR 2706 « MORMOR 2738 « MORMORI SERI 1958
MORMO SERI 2590 « MUSA KAMARA « MUSA KOROMA
OMARU « RENKA « SAHROLIA « SAIDU + SAMBO = SAMFA
SANTICIE + SANTICIE KANPUKA « SARIE BA| - SEBABA
SHEKKA SEASE + SIRE MODU - SOCBE » SORIE LEMP-LEMP
SORIE 11 + SORILBA « SURI 12454 « SURI 1945 « YAMBA - YI5A

"E” COMPANY

HEADMAN
HAYSAE + KAMANTINDO

CARRIER
ABDULAL* ALIFHA = ALLIE « BAIKEW + BENKURA « DALIGEE « DAPI
DURA * FAASAQ - FAIRTHLOUGH « FANNAH « FELEE  FODAY « FORNOR
FOWMA » FUNGUNDER A + GAKELLO « GBANNAH « GBASSAH » GREMAH
GBUTEH - GEAHUN » GEAWAH » GEGEAH 541 - CEGRAH 547 - GEMAH
GHASAY + GOMEH + GUMANNA + LAPENA, + 10MA + JOE 555 + JOE 2380
JOE 2383 « JOE 2451 « JOE 2480 « JOE 2503 « JOE 2512 + JOE KONDOPO

JOMN « JUMBOR « KAFO « KAJEH « KAMA « KAMACA = KAPANDIA
KIKI « KOBOMDAY « KOHAI « KOIWI « KOMA « KORVAYAH « LASAYOH
LAYSAY « LUMPI « MANO KOROMA « MASSIA « MASUBAR - MOIWO
MORIBAH =+ MORLAI SUNKOH - MORLIE KANO -« MORMOR LOKKOH
MUSA | = MUSA 2427 « NADFOA + POAMAH + 5A1 » SALIFU « SANDIE
SAYSAY + SERGEANT + SHONGO « SORIE BEER - TANDO JUMNOI - TEMU
TINEN WAHU -« TOO TOO + TUNGOWA - WOOIAH « WUSU + YAMBA

“F" COMPANY
HEADMAN
SORIE FOULAH + TOMMY HARDING

CARRIER
ALLIE « ALLIE MENDI « ALLIE MENDIE « AMADU « AMARA « ANSUMANNAH
BLANGO = BUNGAR WOTS = BUNNIE « FINE BOYS = CANDIE « GEORCE PALMER
CUMBA PINE - HENRY CAKER - JAMES MAAIAH - JOE 402 - JOE M
JOE KAMBAMA, « JOE MANDY » JOHN BULL 11+ JOHN TIMBO + JOHNNIE 30
JOHNNIE 504 = JOSEPH - JUSU + KAUMBAH + LAGGER - LAHAI
LEBBIE PANGUMA « MASSIAH « MCARTHY + MORLAL 364 « MORLAI 374
MORMOR « MSYAMBA « MUSA 11 « PESSIMA « SAIDU « SANTICIE TIMINI
SENESSE + SORIE KAMARA -+ SURIE KAMMARA - YELLOW BOYE

DEN GO TOT YU FROM NAW TE GO

Oshinowo Studio has been leading an
international team of specialists to realise
our plans for a new glass sculpture to rise
from the existing 1929 Sir Edwin Lutyens-
designed memorial - an important site in
Freetown, Sierra Leone, that has served as a
primary focal point for commemorations and
remembrance for decades.

In March, the studio’s founder, Tosin
Oshinowo told international architecture and
design publication Dezeen that her core idea
was to create a memorial that materially and
powerfully acknowledges the Carrier Corps,
who had previously gone unrecognised. The
team chose to extend the original obelisk
vertically in response to the relatively tight
space of the site - just six by seven metres -
but also to visually acknowledge that finally
the men'’s service had risen in status.

This idea resonated with the poets chosen
to write our commemorative poem, Nii
Ayikwei Parkes and Julian Knox - artistically
known as Julianknxx - as they approached
their literary contribution. Together they

Our Drawing Office have used digital layouts to organise the names
in order and align the epitaph in two languages, ready for engraving
onto the glass panels.



Director of Commemorations, Richard Hills marks National
Remembrance Day in November 2025 at the Freetown
Memorial in Sierra Leone, photo Freetown Media Centre.

wrote the memorial poem as an offering
to the people of Sierra Leone.

The title of the poem, borne, speaks
directly: these men who were conscripted
as carriers carried more than loads. They
carried histories, hopes, burdens, and
futures, all without acknowledgement.

A phrase from the poem will be etched
alongside the names in Krio and English
on the new memorial - from today, you will
be carried. you are borne, now and ever.

The design that is currently being
realised is created with a set of 5.3 metre
tall glass panels and each screen will be
etched with the names of the fallen whose
identities were uncovered through this
programme.

Oshinowo's interplay of stone and glass
is intentional - stone will always convey
permanence but the glass - rarely used
as a primary material on a Commission
memorial - evokes a more ephemeral
quality which speaks to the previously
forgotten nature of the service of these
men. Light is also a strong design feature.
The glass prism will feature LED lighting
on its edges, and a laser box embedded
within the structure will cast a beam of

Heritage consultant for the project, Isatu Smith,
speaks at the reception to mark the start of
construction, photo Lansana Mansaray.

light, visible from across the city. This

is an important gesture given the site's
central location and one that local heritage
consultant Isatu Smith has confirmed

will meet a wider stakeholder desire to
commemorate beyond remembrance.
The light will be switched on to mark days
of national importance in the country.
Construction is underway with an opening
date to be announced later this year.




THE BASRA MEMORIAL
TO THE MISSING -

THE INDIAN ARMY HAD PROVIDED NEARLY 589,000 PERSONNEL -
EFFECTIVELY TWO-THIRDS OF ALL THOSE EMPLOYED - WITH MORE
THAN 34,500 OF THEM NEVER RETURNING HOME.

AN INTERIM DIGITAL

RESPONSE

The Mesopotamia Campaign was a major
- if often overlooked - theatre of the First
World War, where British and Indian forces
fought the Ottoman Empire in what is now
Irag. It effectively began soon after the
Ottomans entered the war on the side of
Germany, when Britain acted to secure

oil installations around Basra. An Indian
division landed there in November 1914
and quickly captured the port and nearby
towns.

Encouraged by these gains, British
Indian forces advanced northwards along
the Tigris and Euphrates rivers, hoping not
only to protect strategic interests but also
to rally Arab populations against Ottoman

rule. The campaign quickly became mired
by the harsh climate, disease, logistical
failures and fierce resistance. Setbacks
included the capitulation at Kut al Amara,
where besieged British Indian forces
ultimately surrendered in April 1916.

In the aftermath, the campaign was
reinforced, reorganised and reinvigorated,
the British renewed their offensive,
eventually capturing Baghdad in March
1917 - the high point of the campaign. By
the war's end, they had secured much of
Mesopotamia, contributing to the eventual
collapse of the Ottoman Empire. Yet these
gains came at enormous human cost.

The Indian Army had provided nearly
589,000 personnel - effectively two-thirds
of all those employed - with more than
34,500 of them never returning home.
The vast majority of these men were
commemorated by the Basra Memorial,
one of the largest memorials built by the
Imperial War Graves Commission (IWGC)
after the First World War to commemorate
those without a known grave. However,
outside of standard IWGC practice, the
memorial commemorated more than
32,400 Indians in printed registers alone,
without their names being carved into the
memorial.

In this reporting period our programme
has found a way to make their names,
stories and contributions accessible
through new digital panel additions to
the Basra memorial that align with our
wider digital offering. This ensures they
are commemorated by name with dignity
and a permanence they were once
denied - until the day we can safely and
permanently restore the names on panels
at the memorial site.

i Visualisation of the new digital panel additions and interpretation
1 forthe Basra Memorial, image by Memory Anchor.
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REINTERPRETING THE
CWGC AFRICAN MEMORIALS

TO THE MISSING

The CWGC African Memorials to the
Missing in Nairobi, Mombasa and Dar-
es-Salaam were built in the late 1920s to
collectively and namelessly commemorate
soldiers and carriers who died in British
service during the First World War. The
same approach was used for the Mbala
Memorial (Abercorn Memorial) in Zambia,
which commemorates Zambian carriers,
as well as marking the spot at which
German forces ultimately surrendered in
1918.

The striking difference between these
Memorials to the Missing and those the
CWGC cares for elsewhere is this absence
of names. There were several reasons
for this omission, but at the heart of this
divergence from standard IWGC practice
was the inequality with which African
personnel were treated in life and death
during this war. Not only were their graves
rarely marked by the armies in the field,
but records detailing their service and
death were inadequately kept.

The outcome of this inequality is not
just the reduction of the African presence
in the commemorative landscape, but
also the erasure from public memory of
these important contributions to the war
effort. One of the Special Committee’s
2021 recommendations was for such
“historical flaws” to be addressed with
full transparency, supporting the visiting
public to engage with and understand
the complex history these important
monuments represent.

We know communities in Kenya and
Tanzania know little about the origins
and meaning of these memorials. We
have published our 2024 Conservation
Management Plan created in partnership
with heritage consultants, Purcell. This
plan details the history of these memorials
and demonstrates the ways in which
communities engage with them today.

We have drawn on this and our own
research to prepare context panels for the
the African memorials in Kenya, Tanzania

The African Memorial in central Nairobi on

WE KNOW COMMUNITIES IN KENYA AND TANZANIA
KNOW LITTLE ABOUT THE ORIGINS AND MEANING
OF THESE MEMORIALS.

and Zambia, explaining their place in this
history.

These panels will summarise what we
have learned about the sites after five
years of archival research and numerous
publications. They explain why they carry
no names, provide insights into service
and experience, and quantify East African
losses by country.

Kenyatta Avenue, photo Jackson Mwangi.
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Dar es Salaam African Memorial WAL GIRAVES Mombasa African Memorial WA GIRAVES
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" The First World War (1914-1918) left lttle of the world untouched. Q= @ Kongs A wshied @
A Wartime Hub and HQ The Mombasa African Memorlal is one of three memorials that Scouted ahead of the main regiment formed in 1902 and made written language i t

“The First World War (1914-1918) leftltte of the world untouched. The Regimental Serjeant Major George Williams DCM and Bar

Dar es Salaam African Memorial s one of three memorials that honour
East Afr ho died B against - honour East Africans who died while serving with British forces in amygatesformaion U of slbers Chstars) recruted frgshnd e unpts e
Germany, ’ The centre of rish operations i East Afrca from 1916, the war agains: Germany. orthtr o et To o George Wilams was born around 1574, kel nthe
tens of thousands of soldiers and carriers passed through © o s Ay feison e et © sy enss Frere Town area of Mombasa He fist enlsted in the

During the conflict, more than 55,000 soldiers and 650,000 non-combatant Dar es Salaam going to and from the fighting, It played During the conflict, more than 55,000 soldiers and " King's African Rifies in 1898 and served continuously
Iabourers were rased from across East Afica 1o serve alongside British @ i fure A soidier of o Text panet: Swahilwas not a host to extensive administrative and medical facllties, combetant labourars were ratsed from acrass East Affca to serve Gty by At Vel 1o terrain and at times deplorable. s workwihthe name- uniil he was killed in action on 22 July 1918 at the Battle
Empire forces i fighting centred on present day Tanzania. Over 5,500 of herings Arican e ey guagen e with the Carrer Depot Hospita alone having capacy for alongside British Empire forces in fighting centred on present day o omogs beoe  contons s ap  onbn “5: cander nd s of Namirrue in what s now Mozambiaue. A respected
those soldiers served in Tanzanian units and over 204,000 Tanzanians Sristied regment formed oo ish an Ar P 10 2,000 patients. It as also a key stopping point for Tanzania. Nearly 10,000 of those soldiers served in Kenyan units oy ity and experienced soldier, he was commendd for
served as carriers. More than 5,100 soldiers died during the conflict o e hospital ships moving long the coast. and over 186,000 Kenyans served as carriers, More than 5,100 st hebses ool e st i leadership and repeatedlyrecogrised for acts of
(nearly 350 from Tanzania), but it was the porters of the Carrier Corps i East Africa.They fought st Sgnature: James soldiers died during the conflict, including over 1,400 in Kenyan gallantry. Unlike many commemorated by this memorial,
who suffered the worst hardships. Overburdened, ll-provisioned and with dstincton i the War. Aeander Sievenson the units, but it was the porters of the Carrier Corps who suffered the his name is known to us
often serving in unfamilir climates, their casualty rates were considerably s sgpdl s work 91U 0 111 el <o, o b gl worst hardships. Overburdened, l-provisioned and often serving in
higher. Itis believed more than 83,000 died during the war, the majority © wieponets oo wnersne e Sor e Sior unfamikir climates, their casualty rates were considerably higher it RSM Gearge Willam © otinat Ary Museam
from disease. At least 27,475 of this number came from Tanzania. e name Wy i can is believed more than 83,000 died during the war, the majority from

Camers on sence and . The C War Graves Commission (CWGC) disease. At least 31,900 of this number came from Kenya. The C: War Graves Commission (CWGC)

Dar es Salaam was pivotal to the British war effort once captured in aaion. e ofhesave
September 1916. The terminus of the German Central Railway and
Tanzania's principal seaport, it also hosted the largest carrier depot and
hospital of the war in what is now Kariakoo Ward. Vast quantities of
supplies and tens of thousands of men flowed through the city, with the
sick and injured tended to by the hospitals based here.

Mombasa played a critical role in the confiict. The terminus of the
Uganda Railway and home to Kenya's principal seapor, the city
handled vast quantities of supplies and tens of thousands of men on
their way to the fighting fronts to the south. Many of the men were
later repatiated via the same route, with the sick and injured tended
10 by the miltary hospitals also based here.

Founded n 1917, we care for graves, cemeteries and Founded n 1917, we care for graves, cemeteries and
memorials at over 23,000 locations in more than 150
countries and terrtories around the world. These ites
commemarate more than 1.7 million Commonwealth
dead of the two world wars. We endeavoured to do this
emeteries or on memorials to the missing,
honouring each casualty equally,regardless of socialor
millary rank,ethnicity of relglon. However,this was not

by name in cemeteries or on memorials o the missing,
honouring each casualty equally,regardiess of social or
miltary rank, ethnicity or refigion. However, this was ot

While it is known that thousands of East Africans died in service here
during the war, most are believed to have been buried in unmarked The grave locations of East Africans who died in service in Mombasa

during the First World War are largely unknown, but itis believed

anarea
developed. This memorial honours their memory, alongside those East alwaysachieved that many lie unmarke at sies ke Manyimbo Municipal Cemetery atways achieve
African soldiers and carriers who died across the region whose graves and Il East Africans

hames are not known I i e ot e e whese s ies oo o 1 ot o ok el

A Memorial Without Names A Memorial Without Names

This memorial honours African personnel who died in This memorial honours African personnel who died in
the First World War but whose names are unknown.
Incomplte records,discriminatory polcies and

colonial atitudes saw many excluded from named
commemration at the time. Where the CWGC has not
been able to recover their names, we remain committed
o ensuring their legacy lives on through memorials ke
this. Ifyou have information that will help us o teltheir
stories, please share i with us.

to ensuring their legacy lives on through memorials ke
thi. Ifyou have information that will help us to tlltheir
stories, please share t with us.

© 04 Q57950 Gu cariers swearngin o th Koro, Tanzania

The Mombasa Afrcon Wemoria,one o the ther two memoriols
dedicated to st Africon dead.

The NoirobiAfcon emoril e ofth other two memorils
o

Related sites in the vicinity deicated to East Afrcan d

Oar xSlaam Upanga Rono) Cemeery | Pugu Ros (atve Christian) Cometery | Kariakao ket

Scan the QR code to learn more and connect with us

‘mation about the Commonwealth War

. i s K e h Chomnary i bekevsd 1o o Burca ear e e [ ars. 3 € men ae burd hre, mough

The panels will give visitors and passers-by a new reference point that shares a complex history so the memorials can be understood by all. 20
They will also feature in education materials and wider content. o
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Tanzania. Nearly 10,000 of those soldiers served in Kenyan units and Area Tney o vnin before deployment. Serving throughout the war, the KAR coming from Zambia. They served alongside British Empire forces in ‘quoted on this memorial were provided in 1928. More

10, v dinceon n e War o g Y g: Pl

over 186,000 Kenyans served as carriers. More than 5,100 soldiers played a significant role in the defence of Kenya as well as fighting centred on present day Tanzania, where they suffered great O MM Q17073 ronsport conoes o theLuapolo ier recent estimates suggest at least 4,500 died.
died during the conflict, including over 1,400 in Kenyan units, but it n operations across East Africa hardship. Overburdened, ill-provisioned and often serving in unfamiliar
was the porters of the Carrier Corps who suffered the worst hardships. ° cimates,their casualty rates were considerably higher than those of
Overburdened, ill-provisioned and often serving in unfamiliar climates, © Bristol Archives, 2002/200/1/1/2/124 soldiers serving in combatant roles. It is believed more than 83,000 East © 1M Q103654.- Carrers crossng the Chambeshi River
their casualty rates were considerably higher. It is believed more than Recruts o the 2nd Bottlion KAR African carriers died during the war, the majority from disease. This
83,000 died during the war, the majority from disease. At least 31,900 of memorialstates that 1,467 of these came from Zambia, although more
this number came from Kenya. The C War Graves Commission (CWGC) recent estimates place this igure in excess of 4500. War Graves Commission (CWGC)

Nairobi was the centre of British operations during the first half of the Mbala was subjected to a failed German raid in September 1914. 1n 1916,

war before most headquarters transferred to Dar es Salaam following Foundedin 1917, we care orgraves,cemetris and Britis forces advanced from what s now Zambia Into Tanzania. Afer four Founded 01917, care for s cemeteres
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BRINGING
COMMONWEALTH

WAR HISTORY TO
NEW AUDIENCES

Education and awareness-raising initiatives
linked to this programme continue to
grow, especially as research and on-the-
ground activity deliver tangible outcomes.
What makes this progress particularly
meaningful is the way in which schools,
learners, universities and heritage
organisations are choosing to engage -
recognising this history as their own and
actively taking part in the activities and
events, we are providing. Our video-first
approach for content is also flourishing,
especially in Kenya, South Africa and

Sierra Leone where we have worked
with numerous skilled local creators and
filmmakers.

In Kenya, Education Officer, Rose Maina,
regularly offers tours and educational
visits of our sites in Nairobi and Mombasa
to schools and universities. Updated
educational materials and a new heritage
trail for the Nairobi War Cemetery have
been created. A partnership with the
East Africa Tourist Guides and Drivers
Association has allowed us to further
develop heritage connections in Mombasa

Left: Communications lead, Harriet Johnson
filming our progress in Kenya with a crew,
photo Jackson Mwangi.

Right: Learners use immersive headset
technology to step back in time at the Cape
Town Labour Corps memorial in South Africa.

and Nairobi. Training programmes

have been delivered to local guides

in Nairobi and Mombasa, with wider
supporting materials and digital content in
development.

In Malawi, a heritage trail is being
delivered around memorial and cemetery
sites in Zomba, in collaboration with
local partners. The trail will incorporate
wider World War locations to offer a
comprehensive historical experience.
CWGC visitor information panels have
been created for the King's African Rifles




A two-day Mombasa Heritage Tour with students from
12 schools exploring a range of sites, including the Arab
Rifles memorial and four CWGC sites, photo CWGC.

Memorial in Zomba, which is now the
country’s official commemoration point for
almost 1,500 servicemen who were not
originally on CWGC records.

In South Africa, our focus has been on
the Cape Town Labour Corps Memorial
and digital tours of the new memorial
have been created in English, isiXnosa and
Afrikaans. An innovative new education
programme has been rolled out across the

city, engaging more learners and teachers to share the research and digitisation
with the memorial. plans for the Punjab Papers, goes from
Additionally, school visits continue to be strength to strength. The Punjab Papers
supported all over the world by our staff. form a research archive that has been
Our programme, in partnership with analysed and digitised in partnership
the UK Punjabi Heritage Association to with the University of Greenwich that
engage with South Asian communities record Indian domestic casualties of the

IN KENYA, EDUCATION OFFICER, ROSE MAINA, REGULARLY
OFFERS TOURS AND EDUCATIONAL VISITS OF OURSITES IN
NAIROBI AND MOMBASA TO SCHOOLS AND UNIVERSITIES.

Education officer, Rose Maina, talking to the Mkongani
area as part of the two day Mombasa Heritage tour.

First World Wars who may not have been
commemorated by CWGC. It is vitally
important for research and sharing the
story of the diverse contributions made
during a conflict that was not only a
European war.




o

-'"_,._..__'_E{,':"'_-"*":

e







MY
COMMONWEALTH

WAR GRAVES
I

FRONT COVER

Left: Rediscovered after a century - the grave of Sudanese King's African Rifles officer Bazruta Effendi Mursal - which was unmarked despite his
service in the 1914 Kisii battles - was found at the Kisii Sports Club and has now been honoured with a headstone.
Right: Engraving the names of West African Regiment, W.A.F.F servicemen at our headstone production unit, just outside Arras in Northern France.
The factory handles work from all cemeteries in 154 countries and territories around the world, photo by Thomas Capiaux.
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Comrades from the South African Mounted Rifles are commemorated permanently at their final resting place at Sandfontein Cemetery, Namibia, photo Juan Maree.
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