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This bitesize guide is designed to help you research a person who died in the Second World War
while serving with Australian forces, whether on land, at sea, or in the air. Firstly, you will need
to decide who you will research... this might be a relative, or you could choose a name from a
local war memorial, or you might select a name from a Commonwealth War Graves Commission
(CWGC) memorial or headstone, in a CWGC cemetery or maybe in a churchyard near you.

The first stage of your research starts with the Commonwealth War Graves Commission
Casualty Database. At CWGC, we keep a record of the place of burial or commemoration of all
the servicemen and women of the Britain and Commonwealth who died in the First and Second
World Wars.

Y03l Visit our website at www.cwgc.org
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Need help..?
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If you have some more details ADDITIONAL FIELDS
about the person, such as their ;
date of death, service number,
or any medals they received, you
can search using these in the
ADDITIONAL FIELDS section

orMemorial @ Unit €@ Rank @ Secondary Regiment €@ Ageatdeath € Dateof Death

A ship name, squadron number or battalion number can be put into the ‘unit’ field

You will then get a list of the results...

Be aware, ®

CWGC records don't always
include details about where an
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Scroll down the page to a link to our
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F i These record details of individuals who were

: ‘ i ii originally buried in smaller or isolated cemeteries,
o : ‘ BT but who, at a later date, were exhumed and
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Further down the person’s commemoration page, you can find more details about the
cemetery where the person you are looking for is buried, or the memorial upon which
they are commemorated.

BURIED OR COMMEMORATED AT

Did you know...?
The CWGC maintains more
than 200 memorials across

the globe. These record nearly

BAYEUX WAR CEMETERY

Calvados
France

Number of casualties: 4654

View cemetery details

700,000 names of those who
have no known grave, were
buried at sea or cremated
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National Archives Australia holds a
collection of more than 1.5 million records.
These include service records for those who
fought in the Second World War. Simply visit
the website and click on ‘RecordSearch’

https://www.naa.gov.au/explore-collection/defence-and-war-service-records

Searching for additional information online

Defence and war
service records

The National Archives' extraordinary collection of records about

Australia's defence and war efforts will help you learn more about
your family’s war history, support your academic research, or
commemorate ex-service members.

There are more than 1.5 million First
World War and Second World War
service records in our collection.
Start searching today.

RecordSearch =

A AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

Search for a person

o relative who served, this will guide you to the relevant

‘ unit or service.

https://www.awm.gov.au/advanced-search/people

For Evermore: Stories of the Fallen is our new online resource
to collect and share the stories of the men and women CWGC
commemorates. If your research reveals more about the person
than CWGC already knows, please add your person’s story to our
growing digital stories archive where it will live for evermore.

Has someone already shared something about the person
you're researching?

Maybe another person from their battalion, ship, squadron,
cemetery or memorial has a story?

Need inspiration before writing up your own story to share?

Visit https://www.cwgc.org/stories/

EVERY STORY FOR EVERMORE

The Australian War Museum holds various records
for those who served in the Second World War. You
can search the records by name, service number or

Share their story on For Evermore

SECOND
WORLD, WAR



https://www.naa.gov.au/explore-collection/defence-and-war-service-records
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