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This bitesize guide is designed to help you research a person who died in the Second World War
while serving with the Royal Navy (including Royal Marines, the Fleet Air Arm, etc.) Firstly, you will
need to decide who you will research... this might be a relative, or you could choose a name from
a local war memorial, or you might select a name from a Commonwealth War Graves Commission
(CWGC) memorial or headstone, in a CWGC cemetery or maybe in a churchyard near you.

The first stage of your research starts with the Commonwealth War Graves Commission
Casualty Database. At CWGC, we keep a record of the place of burial or commemoration of all
the servicemen and women of the Britain and Commonwealth who died in the First and Second
World Wars.

Y03l Visit our website at www.cwgc.org

L]
COMMONWEALTH

WAR GRAVES
mn

VISIT OUR WHO WE NON- FOR -
us WORK ARE COMMEMORATION EVERMORE Login

Using the
dropdown

Watch the ‘How FIND RECORDS \
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tutorials 'Find War Dead’

EXPLORE THE RECORDS OF THE CWGC

Need help..?

—  Commemorations Find War Dead Discover world war CWGC Archive
Use our search tools to casualties who lived in Explore the CWGC Archive
How to Find War Records explore our records and your area through our online portal.
T owwz find out about those we Use our postcode search
commemorate. tool to discover more
— Frequently Asked Questions about the war dead from

your local area.

FIND WAR DEAD WITH OUR WAR GRAVES SEARCH TOOL

Find war dead records of the 1.7 million Commonwealth men and women that we commemorate
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If you have some more details ADDITIONAL FIELDS
about the person, such as their ;
date of death, service number,
or any medals they received, you
can search using these in the
ADDITIONAL FIELDS section

orMemorial @ Unit €@ Rank @ Secondary Regiment €@ Ageatdeath € Dateof Death

A ship name, squadron number or battalion number can be put into the ‘unit’ field

You will then get a list of the results...

Be aware, ®
CWGC records don't always
include details about where an
individual was from, or exactly
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where they died. Our records are

Name, Rank & Service No. Unit, Regiment, Country of Service Date of Death Commemorated at
WILERED HENRY H.M.S. Goshawk 5 PORT OF SPAIN (ST. JAMES) Centred around Where a person IS
Rl Volurmssr Dieatt! MILITARY CEMETERY More details buried d
KIRKPATRICK Y September 1943 i uried or commemorate
Reserve Western Portion. Grave 75.
Lieutenant (A) United Kingdom Ayeamld Trinidad and Tobago by save tomy list
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DAVID KIRKPATRICK H.M.S. Prince of Wales Died 16 KRANJI WAR CEMETERY H: yO u th N k yO u h ave fO un d yO ur
Leading Seaman Royal Navy December 1941 35.D.3, ; ol
Service Number: D/X 218782 United Kingdorn 26 yearsold Sirgaporé Y— person, select ‘More details’ to see
WILLIAM THOMAS ALEXANDRIA (HADRA) WAR / h . N d
KIRKPATRICK oo Died 01 jonuary  MEMORIL CEMETERY their commemoration recor
di 1942 1.A.10.
e Rt D777 | United Kingdom Egypt by Save to My list
SUB-LIEUTENANT (E)
JAMES (JIM) KIRKPATRICK
M Regiment & Unit/Ship I“ I “
anq .
. Addltlonal Info Ca n Sometl meS Ceylon Royal Naval Volunteer Reserve
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to have a shorthpersonal If the person has a CWGC
inscription on the CWGC Al Country of sem X
marker headsthne, you W|I||.f|nddahny oyofsenice  Unted kg
persona |nscr|ptlon |Ste ere \Ainnallnh Son of Charles Magill Kirkpatrick and Lucy Kathleen Kirkpatrick of Belfast, Northern Ireland.

DEAR JIM. WE WILL MEET AGAIN. MEANWHILE YOU LIVE IN OUR HEARTS. DAD, MOTHER, NORA
&EILEEN

O Buried or commemorated at

2.Q.14. of this casualty's point of commemoration
Sri Lanka

FROM THE CWGC ARCHIVES .
Scroll down the page to a link to our

GRAVE REGISTRATION (2) CONCENTRATION (1) HEADSTONE (1) CWGC Archives and any additional
information which is held about this
m m m m person. You can find several different

COMMONWEALTH COMMONWEALTH COMMONWEALTH COMMONWEALTH
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it ot i it types of official documentation here.
Find out more about these on page 3.
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Land belongs to

Certified complete and correct.

Sigrature. . A;a{‘,, L nliegsSEP L

‘The following are buried here :—

PR.G. No. and Rank Initials, Name and Honours Unit Date of Death | For works use
. . .;I.C.l . 912132 L/Bdr. K.W. BLANCHARD gcxh Fld.RezY'u_- 646044, d.;
What are Grave RegIStratlon Reports (GRRS)? ﬁ.c.x 2118565 L/Sjt. |A.F. SPENDER Royal Engineers | 6.6.44. o
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o e MR T S B What are Concentration Reports?

F i These record details of individuals who were

: ‘ i ii originally buried in smaller or isolated cemeteries,
o : ‘ BT but who, at a later date, were exhumed and

T S RN S AR S O 8 N B oL reburied in ‘concentrated’ war cemeteries. This

e ¢ Dok (signed) pte for 2
| P s O b enabled CWGC to fully commemorate and look
N, S %

| RS \ | e after otherwise unmaintainable graves.

Further down the person’s commemoration page, you can find more details about the
cemetery where the person you are looking for is buried, or the memorial upon which
they are commemorated.

BURIED OR COMMEMORATED AT

Did you know...?
The CWGC maintains more
than 200 memorials across

the globe. These record nearly

BAYEUX WAR CEMETERY

Calvados
France

Number of casualties: 4654

View cemetery details

700,000 names of those who
have no known grave, were
buried at sea or cremated
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The Imperial War Museum has created
Tracing Your Ancestry: Royal Navy/, a
very useful guide to help you develop
your research further. It outlines other
resources that are available, and how
best to use them.

https://www.iwm.org.uk/research/tracing-your-family-history/tracing-your-royal-na-

val-history

Searching for additional information online

n‘m Visit Our Museums '  ObjectsandHistory \/  Researcl h\/ Learn v SupportUs \V | BECOMEAMEMBER
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< Tracing your family history

Tracing your Royal Navy
Family History

Getting started with researc

ials and put

Naval History.Net

WORLD WAR 2 1939-1945

‘Thoss who served, ships, Royal Navy, Dominion & Alled Navies, events, convoys, technical, maps, etc.

Main Index

TO THE ROYAL DWAR?2
WMajor Ship Losses
jon
18151914 "Pax Britannica”
19141918 World War 1

19181939 Inter-war years.

1945_ postWar
1982 Falklands War
Ships and Seas
THOSE WHO SERVE
Naval-History.Net background .
I R——— N ROYAL “ASUALTIES 1939-45, cludi
— Royal Marines, by Don Kindel, US Researcher, compiled from Admialt Documen's "
o oot Y
IDC D . a also Royal Australian Navy, Royal Canadian Navy, Royal Indian Navy, Royal New
/—‘ { Zealand Navy, ican Naval Force, and i
= const TIES, 194145, an
(Search | | Google” | ‘ongoing project using oriine US sources

For Evermore: Stories of the Fallen is our new online resource

Naval-History.Net is has a large amount of
detailed information about the Navies, the
ships, and those who served. This includes
lists of navy dead complied from Admiralty
documents by researcher Don Kindell.

http://www.naval-history.net/Index0-1939.htm

Share their story on For Evermore

to collect and share the stories of the men and women CWGC
commemorates. If your research reveals more about the person
than CWGC already knows, please add your person'’s story to our
growing digital stories archive where it will live for evermore.

Has someone already shared something about the person
you're researching?

Maybe another person from their battalion, ship, squadron,
cemetery or memorial has a story?

Need inspiration before writing up your own story to share?

Visit https://www.cwgc.org/stories/

EVERY STORY FOR EVERMORE
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